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SELLING A HOME IS CITED 

AS ONE OF LIFE’S MOST 

STRESSFUL EVENTS, BUT 

OFTEN OVERLOOKED, IS 

THE STRESS A MOVE CAN 

CAUSE PETS.

• Health Care and/or   

   mobility

• Join an active community

• Experience change

• Move closer to services

• Move closer to   

   recreational activities

• Improve resources for pets

• Drive less

• For estate reasons

• Move closer to work

• Experience great diversity

HOUSE STAGING

When you select a Hunziker Realtor, focus on 
their ability to help you prepare your home 
before it is placed on the market. This should 
include pet-related staging. Keep in mind, you 
will need to:

• Regularly clean litter boxes and pet waste – 
inside and outside. This will ensure buyers have 
a perception of cleanliness and maintenance 
regarding your property.

• Treat pet smells. Ask friends or family to 
inspect your home for smells to which you 
might have become desensitized.

• Repair pet damage to doors, walls, carpets, 
hardwood floors, grass and anywhere your 
home has been aesthetically marginalized.

HOUSE SHOWINGS

Consider where you feel comfortable keeping your 
pets during showings. Should you place your pets in a 
kennel, pet hotel, or with friends? Is it better to move 
them from your home until its sold or just during 
showings? If only during showings, ask for a one-hour 
minimum advance notice. Ask your Hunziker Realtor 
what other homesellers have creatively done to pet 
stage their home.

If your pet will be home during a showing, be sure it is 
in a secure location and not greeting buyers at the 
door. You cannot afford to guess who loves and who is 
uncomfortable with pets. When a buyer is 
uncomfortable, that could become your problem, 
meaning a lost sale!

“PET PROPORTIONALLY”

A smaller dog might not be an issue to buyers touring 
a larger home. Alternatively, a Great Dane greeting 
buyers in a relatively much smaller home may deter 
buyers. Therefore, you should discuss the issue of 
relative pet and home size with your agent. 


